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1  Authentic elements that were 
found in the old residence, such 
as parts of the old wooden roof 
and stone pillars, were incorpo-
rated in the interior design.

2  The interior is dominated by 
beige shaded walls, earthy fab-
rics along with deep blue details 
and terracotta tones, comple-
menting the connection with the 
history of the island.

3  The multiple public and private 
areas offer a view on the Black 
Beach of the island and with-
draw from the public eye on 
private verandas. 

4  Ground floor plan. The outdoor 
areas present water elements 
that lead up to the central hotel 
pool made of stone slabs.

5  View of the reception area.

6  The entrance is an arched en-
tryway, allowing a view onto the 
beach from the reception area.
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The fundamental design idea of 
Istoria stems from the building 
itself and the stories of the people 
who have resided in it through-
out the years. A deserted private 
residence neighboring a deep 
blue patch of the Aegean Sea is 
transformed into a boutique hotel, 
inspired by luminous images and 
Mediterranean locations. The de-
sign is an unconventional combi-
nation of Mediterranean features 
and different architectural and 
design elements which embrace 
the traditional architecture of 
Santorini Island. The dominating 

The exterior building 
materials consist of 
traditional colored 
plaster, black volcanic 
rocks and dark sand 
that one encounters on 
the volcanic topogra
phy of the island. 

elements are the arched door and 
window openings interrupting the 
thick structural walls. Having a 
pure boutique approach as an 
architectural outline, every suite is 
distinctive while emitting a sense 
of refined simplicity. The former 
residence had to be remodeled 
from scratch to accommodate the 
12 suites. The primary target was 
to design functional spaces and 
take advantage of the architec-
tural idiosyncrasies, incorporating 
them into the design concept and 
giving them the lead role, present-
ing them as museum-like features.
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